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c. sending a message representing said first event 
information from said first device to said second device; and 

d. comparing said first event information to information 
pertaining to each event previously scheduled in said second 
device for determining conflicts therebetween. 



6. (Newly added) The method of claim 5 further comprising 
the step of providing to a user information regarding conflicts 
between sa id programmed first event information and events 
previously scheduled in said first and second devices. 

7. (Newly added) The method of claim 6 further comprising 
the step of programming said first event into an event timer of 
said second device in response to said message. 

8. (Newly added) The method of claim 7 further comprising 
the steps of deleting said first event from said first device in 
response to each event timer of said second device currently 
containing previously scheduled events, and indicating to said 
user the absence of an available event timer in said second device 
for programming of said first event 

9. (Newly added) The method of claim 5 further comprising 
the steps of modifying said first event programmed in said first 
device, comparing said modified first event to each scheduled 
event of said first and said second devices for determining 
conflicts therebetween, and providing information regarding such 
conflicts to said user. 



2 

PAGE 3/5 ' RCVD AT 1/512005 11:15:58 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/0 ' DN1S:7466069 » CSfD:609 734 6888 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-20 



JAN 05 2005 11:16 FR TH^BON MM L I CEN5 I NG09 734 6888 8 , 1 7037466069 » 53 P . 04 

t ^ W 

EXPRESS MAIL x, ABEL NO. EE438856544US RCA 88206 



10. (Newly added) The method of claim 9 wherein said first 
event is modified in response to an OSD means of said second 
device. 

11. (Newly added) The method of claim 5 wherein the step 
of providing information to said user comprises using OSD means 
of said first device. 

12. (Newly added) The method of claim 5 wherein the step 
of providing information to said user comprises using OSD means 
of said second device. 

13. (Newly added) The method of claim 5 wherein said first 
device is a recording device for recording a program 
corresponding to said first event. 

14. (Newly added) The method of claim 5 wherein said 
second device is a receiver. 

15. (Newly added) A method for scheduling events between 
a recording apparatus and a receiving apparatus coupled together, 
each apparatus having at least one event timer for storing a 
scheduled event, said method comprising: 

a. programming information pertaining to a first event 
into an available event timer of said recording apparatus; 

b. sending a message representing said first event 
information from said recording apparatus to said receiving 
apparatus; 
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c. notifying a user that a password is required for 

enabling said first event; 

d. enabling said event timer containing said programmed 
first event in response to receiving, from said user, said password 
entered into said recording apparatus. 

16. (Newly added) The method of claim 15 wherein the step 
of notifying is in response to copyright information. 

17. (Newly added) The method of claim 15 wherein the step 
of notifying is in response to program rating information. 

18. (Newly added) The method of claim 15 wherein the step 
of notifying is in response to purchase information. 

19. (Newly added) A method for scheduling an event in a 
recording apparatus coupled to a receiving apparatus, said method 
comprising: 

a. programming information pertaining to a first event 
into an available event timer of said recording apparatus; 

b. comparing said first event information to information 
pertaining to each event previously scheduled in said recording 
apparatus for determining conflicts therebetween; 

c. sending a first message representing said first event 
information from said recording apparatus to said receiving 
apparatus; 

d. receiving a second message representing conflicts 
between said first event information and information pertaining 
to each event previously scheduled in said receiving apparatus; 
and 
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